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Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship:
One: We are many, yet we are one. 
All: We are one in the body of Christ.
One: We bring many gifts to the table.
All: We are one in the Spirit.
One: We bring many perspectives into view.
All: We are working toward a common purpose and a common good. 
In this time of worship and beyond, we offer ourselves to one another, toward the 
better care and love of our neighbors and our world, and commit our whole lives to 
Christ, our God. 

Lighting the Candle of Life 
We light the candle of life - a candle that represents community, spirit and the fullness of all 
of life – birth and death, and all of the transitions in between and beyond. 

Scripture Readings 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4: 14-21

Sermon  “One Body in Christ”

A Time of Blessing Honoring 
Rev. Dr. Holly Benzenhafer 

Hymn 389 Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands 

Prayers of the People

Communion 

Hymn 689  One Bread, One Body 

Benediction

Extinguishing of the Candle of Life 
One: We extinguish the candle of light, but the light continues to shine within us. As we pass 
the peace, we carry the light of the candle of life from this hour, into this world, and beyond, 
offering peace, hope and light wherever the journey leads. 

Passing of the Peace 
Annual Business Meeting of First Baptist Church in Needham 
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By-Laws Special Committee 2021: The By-laws Special Committee and Administration Ministry recommend the following amendments to the bylaws:

 

CURRENT:

Article IV

Section 2. INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

A. Three Years Inactive: A member who for three consecutive years has failed to participate in Church activities or respond to written 

communications sent to his/her last known address may, on recommendation of the Leadership and by vote of the Church, be made an inactive 

member. Notification of being made an inactive member shall be forwarded to such member at his/her last known address. Any such member may be 

reinstated by vote of the Leadership. Inactive members shall not be included in membership reports made to denominational agencies.

B. Six Years Inactive: After six years of inactive membership without communication, such member’s name may be removed from the roll by vote of 

the Church on recommendation of the Leadership. 

Proposed Amendment to be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting of First Baptist Church in Needham, January 23, 2022: 

Article IV

Section 2. INACTIVE MEMBERSHIP

A. Three Years Inactive: A member who for three consecutive years has failed to participate in Church activities or respond to written 

communications sent to his/her last known address may, on recommendation of the Leadership and by vote of the Church, be made an inactive 

member. Notification of being made an inactive member shall be forwarded to such member at his/her last known address. Any such member may be 

reinstated by vote of the Leadership. Inactive members do not share in voting privileges and shall not be includ- ed in membership reports made to 

denominational agencies.

B. Six Years Inactive: After six years of inactive membership without communication, such member’s name may be removed from the roll by vote of 

the Church on recommendation of the Leadership. 

CURRENT:

ARTICLE VIII. MEETINGS

Section 6. Purchase, Sale or Mortgaging of Church Real Estate: Notice of a proposed motion relative to purchase, sale or mortgaging of church real 

estate shall be included in the notice or call of any regular or special business meeting. A two-thirds affirmative vote shall be required to authorize the 

purchase, sale or mortgaging of church real estate. 

Proposed Amendment to be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting of First Baptist Church in Needham, January 23, 2022: 

Article VIII. MEETINGS

Section 6. Purchase, Sale or Mortgaging of Church Real Estate: Notice of a proposed motion relative to purchase, sale or mortgaging of church real 

estate shall be included in the notice or call of any regular or special business meeting. A two-thirds affirmative vote of members shall be required to 

authorize the purchase, saleor mortgaging of church real estate. Voting will be in person, by proxy, or via remote technology as suits the needs 

of the Church. 

CURRENT:

ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS

Two-Thirds Vote. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at the Annual Meeting, or at a special 

meeting called for that purpose, provided that notice of the proposed change is given in the Church Calendar on at least two Sundays immediately 

prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Proposed Amendment to be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting of First Baptist Church in Needham, January 23, 2022: 

ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS

Two-Thirds Vote. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at the Annual Meeting, or at a special 

meeting called for that purpose, provided that notice of the proposed change is given in the Church Calendar on at least two Sundays immediately 

prior to the date of the meeting. Voting will be in person, by proxy, or via remote tech- nology as suits the needs of the Church...


